Nonprofit Religiously Affiliated School Questionnaire

The purpose of this questionnaire is to assist the Commission and its counsel in making a determination whether an applicant school with religious attributes is pervasively sectarian.  These questions relate to the general policies of an applicant regarding the governing structure of the school, its mission, staffing, admission, and promotion of religion in student life and to the facilities proposed to be financed.  This review is in addition to a review of the applicant’s good standing under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code which will be undertaken should the proposed financing move forward.
Please include with this questionnaire copies of your articles, by-laws, curriculum manuals, admissions materials, mission statement (or its equivalent) and any similar written statements of an applicant’s policies or procedures, IRS 501(c)(3) determination letter.

I. General Objectives and Characteristics of the School

A. What is the religious affiliation of the school?  Explain the relationship.
          
B. What is the mission or objective of the school?  Describe in detail any religious influence. 
          
C. Is the school accredited by any accrediting organization?  If yes, what are the standards for accreditation? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. What percentage of the student body continues on to schools of higher education? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E. Describe the school décor, including religious symbols, statutes, pictures, decorations and artwork:

1. That is or will be displayed on the inside and outside of existing buildings on the campus and on school grounds.

2. That is likely to be displayed on the inside and outside of the buildings to be financed with the proceeds of the tax‑exempt bonds. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Level of Governance by an Affiliated Church or Denomination

A. What body administers the school? 
________________________________________________________________________
B. Is the administering body affiliated with a specific church or denomination? 
________________________________________________________________________
C. What is the relationship between the school and any church or denomination? 
________________________________________________________________________
D. Is the school separately incorporated from an affiliated church or denomination? 
________________________________________________________________________
E. How is the principal or head of the school selected? 
________________________________________________________________________
F. Must the principal or head of school be a member of a particular faith? 
________________________________________________________________________
G. Who are the members of the school board of trustees (or its equivalent) and how are they selected? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
H. Must the members of the school board of trustees be members of a particular faith? 
________________________________________________________________________
I. Is the budget of the school subject to approval by an affiliated church or denomination? 
________________________________________________________________________
J. Does the school receive funding from an affiliated church or denomination?  Describe. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
K. Does the school receive any other funding, including governmental financial support?  Please explain. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
L. Are there any aspects of the operations of the school, such as conducting financial transactions or amending the school’s charter, mission or policies, that must be approved by an affiliated church or denomination? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
M. What safeguards or procedures do you have in place or intend to develop and adopt to assure that the property, facilities and projects financed with proceeds of tax-exempt bonds will not be used in a manner which would violate the First Amendment? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
N. Is religious service held on campus?  If yes;

1. How often is the religious service held? 
__________________________________________________________________
2. What is the nature of the service? 
__________________________________________________________________
3. Where is the religious service conducted? 
__________________________________________________________________
4. Who conducts the service? 
__________________________________________________________________
5. Is the service mandatory for students and/or staff? 
__________________________________________________________________
O. Who owns the real property where the school is located?  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
P. If an affiliated church or denomination owns the real property, describe the lease agreement between the school and the affiliated church or denomination.  Please provide a copy of the lease agreement. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Q. Who owns or will own the facility and related properties the bond proceeds are intended to be used for? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
R. If an affiliated church or denomination would own the bond financed facility and related properties, describe any agreement between an affiliated church or denomination and the school for use of the facility.  Please provide a copy of any agreement. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III. Faculty and Staff

A. How many faculty members are there and how many have tenure? 
________________________________________________________________________
B. What is the average term of an employment contract? 
________________________________________________________________________
C. Is employment based on membership with an affiliated church or denomination? 
________________________________________________________________________
D. Are members of any particular faith given preference in the employment process, such as hiring, salary level, promotion, benefits, or tenure?  If yes, please describe. 
________________________________________________________________________
E. Does the employment application ask questions regarding the applicant’s religious faith or involvement with an affiliated church or denomination? 
________________________________________________________________________
F. Historically, has the faculty been composed primarily of members of any particular faith?  What faiths are currently represented by the faculty and staff composition and, in your best estimate, in what percentages? 
________________________________________________________________________
G. Are faculty members or staff required or encouraged to conduct their classes in accordance with the doctrines, principles and practices of an affiliated church or denomination? 
________________________________________________________________________
H. Are faculty members required or encouraged to sign a “statement of faith” (or similar affirmation) upon applying, accepting or renewing employment? 
________________________________________________________________________
I. Are faculty members required or encouraged to influence their students to attend religious services? 
________________________________________________________________________
J. Are any faculty or staff, clergy and what is their position in the school? 
________________________________________________________________________
K. Are faculty members required or encouraged to wear attire that has a religious purpose? 
________________________________________________________________________
IV. Curriculum

A. Does the school offer courses on religion or religious instruction?  If yes, describe the courses, including the description of the curriculum materials and the following information:

1. Whether the courses are focused toward a particular faith or an affiliated church or denomination or whether the courses are taught from a nondenominational, academic and/or philosophical methodology, and

2. Whether the courses are mandatory for all students or whether alternative courses are provided. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. To what extent are classes opened and/or closed with prayer?

1. Are faculty members required or encouraged to conduct classroom prayer?

2. Is participation in classroom prayer mandatory for students? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. What, if any, restrictions are applied to the acquisition of library and teaching materials? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. Are there any courses or philosophies, such as evolutionary theory, that are prohibited from being included in the curriculum? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E. Does the school subscribe to principles of academic freedom?  Please describe. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

V. Student Life

A. Is enrollment restricted to those who subscribe to a particular faith or to members or children of members of an affiliated church or denomination? 
________________________________________________________________________

B. Are members of an affiliated church or denomination given preference in the admissions process? 
________________________________________________________________________

C. Are there any scholarships or tuition discounts offered solely to members of an affiliated church or denomination?  Is tuition uniform for all students regardless of religious affiliation? 
________________________________________________________________________

D. Historically, has the student body been composed primarily of members of any particular faith?  What faiths are currently represented by the student body composition and, in your best estimate, in what percentages? 
________________________________________________________________________

E. Are any school activities, committees, clubs, competitions or honors available solely to members of any particular faith? 
________________________________________________________________________

F. What are the ages of the students?  
________________________________________________________________________

VI. The Project to be Financed

A. Describe the project to be financed with proceeds of the tax-exempt bonds, including a description of facilities or buildings expected to be improved, renovated or constructed with the bond proceeds. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. What portion, if any, of the facilities or buildings being financed:

1. Will be used for any services of religious worship? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Will provide office space for any ordained minister? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Will be used for religious instruction? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Will be adorned with religious symbols, decorations or artwork? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As part of the financing review process, the Commission staff and counsel will schedule a site visit to your current facility. 

The initial deposit for this review is $3,000.  Out-of-pocket expenses and any additional review fee will be estimated for you after receipt of the questionnaire and bond application.  This fee is in addition to the bond application fee.  Please include the deposit with the application.
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