MEDIA ALERT

More than 600 Gather to Commemorate 20 Years of Housing Washington
Affordable Housing Conference Influences Policy, Funding and Solutions

What:

When:

Where:

Who:

Details:

As the country experiences an uptick in housing sales and prices, Housing
Washington 2013, the largest and most prestigious annual statewide conference on
affordable housing in the country, celebrates its 20" anniversary. Presented by the
Washington State Housing Finance Commission and the Washington State
Department of Commerce in partnership with the Washington Low Income Housing
Alliance, this event has weathered 20 years of housing shifts, rising and falling
prices, and growth and loss of affordable housing solutions and funding. Shifts in
administrations nationally and statewide have impacted affordability throughout
those years.

October 7-9, 2013

Spokane Convention Center
34 W Spokane Falls Blvd.
Spokane, WA 99201

Kim Herman, Executive Director, Washington State Housing Finance Commission,
has served throughout the 20 years. In fact, the Commission also celebrates its 30
year milestone during Housing Washington 2013. He can speak to changes in
housing over those years, and the current state of affordable housing in Spokane
and statewide.

More than 600 affordable housing professionals from across the region and beyond
will gather at Housing Washington. Nationally renowned speakers return to discuss
key topics including the state of the nation’s housing, affordable housing around
the world, sustainability and pre-fab, senior and emergency housing, youth
homelessness, and more.

Featured keynotes and celebrities include:
e Tuesday, October 8 at 8:30 a.m.: Nicholas P. Retsinas, Senior Lecturer in

Real Estate, Harvard Business School; Director Emeritus, Harvard
University’s Joint Center for Housing Studies.

e Wednesday, October 9 at 8:30a.m.: Avi Friedman, Ph.D., Professor;
Director, Affordable Homes Research Group, School of Architecture, McGill
University.

e Wednesday, October 9 at 12:15 p.m.: Sherman Alexie, Author, Poet &
Filmmaker.

Information: www.wshfc.org/conf



http://www.wshfc.org/conf

Contact: Catherine Filippini
cfilippiniHW@gmail.com
425-761-5717
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Media Notes:

Conference press passes available on-site.

Keynote speaker headshots and conference logo available by request.
For interview requests contact Catherine Filippini
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