Tribal Housing: Status of Affordable Housing in Indian Country

Presented by Joseph B. Diehl
Former Executive Director - Northwest Indian Housing Association

With poverty twice that of average non-Indians, this talk will provide an
overview, status and future of affordable housing in Indian country.

Housing Washington — Tacoma WA
Thursday, October 6, 2016
11:00 am to 11:30 am



Outline

How You can Connect to Tribal Housing Authorities, Tribally-Designated Housing Entities,
and Tribal Housing Departments.

Overview of Poverty and Housing Needs in Indian Country.

Brief History of Housing Programs in Indian Country; NAHASDA Defined; Current Status
of NAHASDA Reauthorization.

How Federal Funding is Allocated; Negotiated Rulemaking - Defined.

Federal Agencies, State Agencies, and Other Organizations Involved in Affordable Housing
Programs in Indian Country.

Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) Financed Projects in Washington State.

The Future of Housing Programs in Indian Country.



How You can Connect to Tribal Housing Authorities, Tribally-Designated Housing Entities, and
Tribal Housing Departments

Northwest Indian Housing Association (NWIHA):  http:/www.nwiha.org

National American Indian Housing Council (NAIHC): http://www.naihc.net



http://www.nwiha.org/
http://www.naihc.net/

How You can Connect to Tribal Housing Authorities, Tribally-Designated Housing Entities, and
Tribal Housing Departments

Northwest Indian Housing Association (NWIHA): http://www.nwiha.org

Membership — 4 States. 38 Voting Members. 25 Associate Members.
Quarterly Meetings.

Newsletter (Online).

Youth Scholarship Program.

Information Dissemination.

Advocacy.

Networking.

Policy Development.


http://www.nwiha.org/

NWIHA’s Youth Scholarship Program has distributed over $208,000 to Native American Youth since inception.

“Cheyanne Fasana, a junior at Oregon State University, wants
to teach and further develop an elementary school curriculum
about her tribe, the Confederated Tribes of Grande Ronde, that
she created when she was a high school senior. Fasana is
realizing her dream with the help of her tribe, the Northwest
Indian Housing Association and New Mexico-based insurance
company, AMERIND Risk.” Indian Country Today 10/4/16




NWIHA’s Quarterly meetings provide opportunities for networking, housing updates and recognitions.



How You can Connect to Tribal Housing Authorities, Tribally-Designated Housing Entities, and
Tribal Housing Departments

National American Indian Housing Council (NAIHC): http://www.naihc.net

Membership — Voting Members throughout Indian Country; Associate Members
Advocacy — at the National Level.

Annual Convention (over 800 attendees).

Legislative Conference — in Washington DC.

Legal Symposium (December 2016) — in Las Vegas, NV.

Training and Technical Assistance to Tribes throughout the US.

Strong Liaisons at the National Level.


http://www.naihc.net/




Overview of Poverty and Housing Needs in Indian Country.
 HUD Needs Assessments, and Reports.
* Census Statistics, Employment, Poverty Rates.
* Research Studies.

* The Myth about Casinos.

* Example from our Region.


http://www.airpi.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/play-593207_640.jpg










Brief History of Housing Programs in Indian Country;
NAHASDA Defined; Current Status of NAHASDA Reauthorization.
Pre-NAHASDA.
NAHASDA.
NAHASDA Reauthorization.
Why NAHASDA Isn’t Working.

Shouldn’t Funding Follow the Need?






How Federal Funding is Allocated; Negotiated Rulemaking - Defined.

Self-Determination Concept: Let the Tribes Decide on the Methodology to Allocate Federal
Funding.

This Round — a Short History.
Current Situation.

How Federal Funding will be Determined.



Federal Agencies, State Agencies, and Other Organizations Involved
In Affordable Housing Programs in Indian Country.

HUD (Office of Native American Programs)
USDA/RD

EPA

BIA

IHS

Veterans Administration

AMERIND Risk Management Corp., Inc.
ATNI

NCAI

State Housing Trust Fund (Departments)
State LIHTC Allocation Agencies

The Struggle: Brining Economic Development to Rural America



Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) Financed Projects in Washington State
*  Summary of all LIHTC Allocations in Washington State.

* Case Study — Sail River Heights (Makah): 2007-2015



























A meeting in which all stakeholders in a project attempt to resolve conflicts and map solutions




























































Closing Remarks

What Does the Future Hold? My Views:

National debt crisis likely requires a decreasing level of Federal funding and services at all
levels

Tribes are shifting funding priorities towards economic development and workforce
development

Tribes will focus more on preserving cultural traditions in their housing and communities
New and innovative ways will be sought to increase access to capital

Entrepreneurs in Native communities will expand into the development of new energy
projects, expand access to technology (including bringing high speed internet in rural areas),
and other emerging industries

More aggressive exercise of Tribal sovereignty: “Tribes have sovereignty that is obviously
older than the US Constitution. Tribes had their own form of government, their own stories,
their own practices, and their own memories. Tribal sovereignty is derived from the people,
the land, and their relationships. Tribal sovereignty is not a gift from any external
government.”

Thank You for Your Interest and Support!



EFFECTIVE - September 15, 2016
NWIHA'’s New Address and Contact Information:
Northwest Indian Housing Association
PO Box 603
Anacortes, WA 98221

Charles Anderson, Executive Director
Staff: Joe Anderson

Email: info@nwiha.org

Phone: (360) 220-9212

Go to www.nwiha.org for more information about the Northwest
Indian Housing Association!



mailto:info@nwiha.org
tel:(360) 220-9212
http://www.nwiha.org/

