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We’re the Fair Housing 
Center of Washington.

It’s nice to meet you. 



being a steward of good government

advocating for the best community

creating a culture of inclusiveness 
in our neighborhoods

education, safety, health, transportation and 
homes for our families

Who We Are As Social Service & Housing Providers, Housing 
Developers, Planners, Government Staff, and Elected Officials

Our Shared 
Values 



Where we live impacts 
how we live



Where we live impacts 
how we live

areas of high &
low opportunity

demographics indicators of 
opportunity





What is Fair Housing?



What is Fair Housing?

Fair Housing
is not just

affordable housing



Federal Fair Housing Act 
Unlawful to discriminate in the provision of housing based on:

RACE

COLOR

RELIGION

NATIONAL
ORIGIN

SEX

FAMILIAL
STATUS

DISABILITY



State & Local Protected Classes

Washington State:
Marital Status
Sexual Orientation
Military/Veteran Status

Local Protection:
(depends on jurisdiction) 
Age
Use of a Service or Assistive Animal
Participation in a Section 8 Program
Gender Identity
Political Ideology



Is there a fair housing problem 
in our own communities?



Is there a problem in 
our own communities?

Opportunity Mapping Effect of poor schools in 
low opportunity areas

Effect of high rent in high 
opportunity areas where the good 

schools, transportation exists

Effect of poor transportation 
to jobs/school in low 

opportunity areas



What Is Opportunity?

opportunity (noun): a situation or condition that places 

individuals in a position to be more likely to succeed or excel.

Opportunity Structures

High Quality 
Education

Healthy and Safe
Environment

Stable Housing

Sustainable 
Employment

Political 
Empowerment

Outlets for 
Wealth-Building 

Positive Social 
Networks



Things to Consider

Are the total population, disabled population, and 
foreign born population distributed fairly/evenly across 

the opportunity spectrum?

Are Whites and Asians more concentrated in high 
opportunity areas?

Are African Americans, Latinos, and American/Alaskan 
Natives more concentrated in low opportunity areas?

Demographics



What About Poverty?

75% of households receiving 
public assistance are in 
low opportunity areas

over half of people in poverty live 
in low opportunity areas



What About Affordable 
Housing Options?

Total housing units, cost-burdened households, 
and HUD units are all distributed fairly evenly 

across the opportunity spectrum, but

50%more 
than 

of Section 8 vouchers 
are located in low 
opportunity areas



How fair housing 
encourages opportunity



Or, as we call it:

Affirmatively Furthering 
Fair Housing



What is Affirmatively Furthering 
Fair Housing (AFFH)

embrace diversity,
enrich our communities,

& help our children and adults to succeed

Policies and practices that



The Definition of AFFH:

Recipients of money from HUD (Community Development Block 
Grant, HOME, HOPWA, and Emergency Shelter Grants) and 
PHAs are required to affirmatively further fair housing in their 
communities.

Recipients are encouraged and supported to include real, 
effective, fair housing strategies in their overall planning and 
development process.

New AFFH Rule and Regulations for Assessment of Fair Housing 
to replace the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

Who?

What?

New
Rules!



Legislatively speaking, how did AFFH 
become a hot-button issue?

Congress recognized that discriminatory housing 
practices existed in the US and were sometimes 
encouraged by governmental entities

Use federal money to erase historic patterns of segregation

Prevent future segregation/Promote integration

Redress past segregation patterns



What are the Core 
Elements of AFFH?

Identify 
Elements

Identify 
Areas

Create
Access

Create
Goals

Utilize
Uniform Data

Ensure
Participation

Identify elements of segregation and 
integration in your community

Identify areas concentrated by poverty 
and race/national origin

Create access to areas of opportunityCreate meaningful actions to overcome fair 
housing issues

Utilize HUD’s data sets and mapping programs to 
deepen community knowledge
Ensure robust public participation 

in the process



How does HUD interpret these 
Core Elements?

HUD interprets these broad objectives to:

Look for opportunities 
to encourage diversity 
in your jurisdiction

Promote fair housing 
choice for all persons

Provide opportunities 
for inclusive patterns of 
housing occupancy

Conduct an 
“Assessment of Fair 
Housing” within your 
jurisdiction (every five 
years)

Address impediments 
in your CAPER and 
other documents



How to Create



Education in Your Neighborhoods

School performance

Test scores

Graduation rates

Teacher ratios

Free school lunch percentages



Economic Development

Placement of key infrastructure & 
economic development projects

Land Use Policies

Incentives for mixed use 
housing/affordable housing

Affirmative marketing



Economic Health in Your 
Neighborhoods

Are there job opportunities at all 
levels in all neighborhoods?

Are there grocery stores in low 
income neighborhoods?

Are publicly funded economic 
development projects being considered 
in diverse neighborhoods?



Promote housing that is 
structurally accessible to 
persons with disabilities

Consider location and 
availability 

of all housing

Consider unit sizes 
distributed throughout the 

City or County

Ensure developers, 
contractors, and builders 

have information on 
accessibility

Consider mixed income 
housing to ensure a diverse 

community in income & 
race/national origin

Housing & Neighborhood Quality

Are first time homebuyer 
programs available?
Are there outcries about 

group homes in your 
community?

Are foreclosed homes 
concentrated in low income 

diverse neighborhoods?



Mobility & Transportation

Are public transportation routes only 
serving Caucasian neighborhoods?

Are elected officials and staff 
considering placement of new transit 
lines in diverse communities?

Are economic development and housing 
opportunities related to new transit lines 
considered in diverse communities?



Health & Environment

Are low-income, diverse communities in 
polluted neighborhoods?

Is public infrastructure connected to low 
income housing?



The Fair Housing Center of Washington 
is your partner in 

Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing.



For More Information:

online: fhcwashington.org
email: info@fhcwashington.org
phone: 253.274.9523 or 1.888.766.8800

“The work that provided the bases for this publication was supported by funding 
under a grant with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
The substance and findings of the work are dedicated to the public. The author and 
publisher are solely responsible for the accuracy of the statements and 
interpretations continued in this publication. Such interpretations do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Federal Government.”


